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Thursday, November 10, 7:00 pm
Saturday, November 12, 7:00 pm
Sunday, November 13, 3:00 pm
Art Center Waco
701 S 8th St
Follow
Wild Imaginings
on Social Media!
@wildimaginingswaco

A Note from the
Artistic Director
The Thanksgiving Play is a rarity in many ways. It's a script that walks the line of
being a true belly laugh style comedy, while also having something deeply
profound to say. It's also a script written by a Native American woman who is
prolific and profound, being the only Native American woman to be produced
on Broadway.
It's also a play about putting on a play. Which while not a concept unique to this
production, always forces those performing it to consider the nature of theatre.
Theatre is intended to elevate the voices of those who society otherwise doesn't
prefer to listen to. Its purpose is to tell stories that need to be told. But the way
in which we do that deeply matters. And who is telling whose stories is
necessary for us to not only consider, but place at the center of what we do.
May we leave this space, having observed the words of Larissa Fasthorse, as
people with a deeper understanding of what it means to walk through
November. May we take notice of the erasure of our fellow humans, of Native
Americans, as we honor them and their heritage this month.
Not part of the note, but we should also include our land acknowledgement in
the program. We probably should have been doing that, but let's for sure do it
here haha. And then we can make it common practice going forward.
Here it is-We are gathered on the unceded land of the Comanche, Hueco, Tawakoni, and
Wichita peoples, now known as Waco, Texas. We ask you to join us in
acknowledging these tribes, their elders both past and present, as well as future
generations. Wild Imaginings acknowledges these peoples and their stewardship
of the land. We share this acknowledgement as part of an ongoing work towards
equity and anti-racism.

-Trent Sutton

About the Playwright
Larissa FastHorse

Larissa FastHorse grew up in South Dakota,
where she began her career as a ballet dancer
and choreographer. Returning to an early
interest in writing, she became involved in Native
American drama, first in the Native film
community, but she found her artistic home as a
playwright. Her satirical comedy The
Thanksgiving Play was one of the top ten most
produced plays in America. She is the first Native
American playwright in the history of American
theater on that list. FastHorse also co-founded
Indigenous Direction, a consulting firm that helps
organizations and individuals who want to create
accurate work by, for, and with Indigenous
peoples. Personally, FastHorse challenges every
theatre she works with to be sure that her work
isn’t the only Indigenous art in the building and
that she isn’t the only Indigenous person being
paid in that season.

The play is one small
part of what I do. The
whole is creating an
Indigenous space and
opening the doors for
others in these
theaters that have
traditionally been
closed to us.

A 2020 MacArthur Fellow, some of FastHorse’s
produced plays include What Would Crazy Horse
Do?(KCRep), Landless and Cow Pie Bingo
(AlterTheater), Average Family (Children’s Theater
Company of Minneapolis), Teaching Disco
Squaredancing to Our Elders: A Class Presentation
(Native Voices at the Autry), Vanishing Point (Eagle
Project), and Cherokee Family Reunion
(Mountainside Theater). Additional theaters that
have commissioned or developed plays with her
include The Public, Yale Repertory Theater, Guthrie,
Geffen Playhouse, History Theater, Kennedy Center
Theater for Young Audiences, Baltimore’s Center
Stage, Arizona Theater Company, Mixed Blood,
Perseverance Theater Company, The Lark
Playwrights’ Week, the Center Theatre Group
Writer’s Workshop, and The Berkeley Repertory
Theater’s Ground Floor. She has recently returned to
film and TV with projects at NBC, Disney Channel,
Dreamworks, Apple, and Freeform.

Cast

Carrie
Qualls

Jeffrey
Vitarius

Trent
Sutton

Jamie
Pecina

Cast
Carrie Qualls (Alicia) following a 10 year hiatus, Carrie is thrilled to
return to the stage with Wild Imaginings in this production of The
Thanksgiving Play. Carrie has been a Wacoan for 6 years and falls
in love with this city a little more each day. She is enjoying learning
more about all aspects of Waco as a member of Leadership Waco
through the Greater Waco Chamber. Carrie has a soft spot for the
arts and is proud to be a part of Waco’s vibrant art community. She
hopes this show brings you endless laughs!
Jeffrey Vitarius (Caden) is excited to be rejoining the stage after a
substantial absence. He works as an accountant at Waco Family
Medicine and spends his free time volunteering for Waco Pride
Network and the Sanger Heights Neighborhood Association.
Trent Sutton (Jaxton) is an actor and director who specializes in
new and contemporary theatre. His passion is telling stories that
he believes deeply matter, which is why he has embarked upon his
most recent project: co-hosting Imagine This, a theatre podcast
(that you should check out!). He has had the pleasure of
performing in such shows as JB, Next to Normal, Rasheeda
Speaking, and 12 Angry Jurors, and he is excited to have the
opportunity to embody Larissa Fasthorse’s genius script.
Jamie Pecina (Logan) is a born and raised central Texan and works
as an interpreter in k-12. Recent performances include Nurse in
Romeo & Juliet, Pat in You Can Never Have Too Many, and
multiple staged readings.

We have a Podcast!

A podcast from the company Wild Imaginings; discussing
the importance of Theatre and how people can use
theater to express their inner voices.
Now available to stream wherever you listen to podcasts!

@imaginethistheatrepod

*Produced by Rogue Media Network

